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called The Craftsman* He and the Tories, though not very
numerous themselves, had as their allies in opposing Walpole
an increasing number of the older Whigs under Pulteney,
who were discontented with Walpole's monopoly of power,
and of the younger Whigs called " the Boys ", including a
rising statesman in William Pitt, who unsparingly attacked
Walpole'a system of bribery and corruption. Walpole,
however, held his own* He had the support of both George
I and George II, and especially of Queen Caroline until,
she died in 1737.2 Moreover, his mixture of sWewdness,
' good sense, and good humour made him an excellent leader
in the House of Commons; and these qualities, besides
the power which he could exercise through the gift of
places and pensions, and the possession by some of his
chief supporters of " pocket boroughs ", served to secure
him a fairly'docile majority."

-iWalpole was careful, moreover, to avoid raising great
- antagonisms.    Whilst allowing the Dissenters in practice
to hold office in towns and elsewhere, he would not, for
fear of angering the Church, formally repeal the laws which
forbade them to do so.   In another matter he gave way to
The popular feeling.    In 1733 he introduced an Excise Bill.
*B?U Under this Bill duties on wine and tobacco were to be paid,
<1733) not on their arrival in port, but only if and when they were
taken for internal consumption in Great Britain out of the
warehouses where they were to be placed on arrival.   The
object of the Bill was to check smuggling and to make
London and other places free ports by allowing goods to
be re-exported without paying any duty.   The Bill, how-
ever, met with tremendous opposition.   An army of excise

1 The first number of The Craftsman appeared at the end of 1726, and the
last number in 1736.   It was published at first twice and then once a week, and
amongst its contributors, besides Bolingbroke himself, were Swift, Pulteney,
Pope, and Arbuthnot.

2 Queen Caroline on one occasion succeeded in convincing the King with
arguments Walpole had used to her, though unconvinced by them herself.  She
had great influence over the King, cf* the old couplet:

*' You may strut, dapper George, but't will all be in vain;
We know *t is Queen Caroline, not you, that reign ".